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Focus and ethos of this policy:

Good behaviour in schools is essential to ensure that all students benefit from the
opportunities provided by education. New Reflexions, in line with the Government,
recognises that school exclusions, managed moves and off-site direction are essential
behaviour management tools for headteachers and can be used to establish high standards
of behaviour and maintain the safety of school communities.

For the vast majority of students, suspensions and permanent exclusions may not be
necessary, as other strategies can manage behaviour. If these approaches towards behaviour
management have been exhausted, then suspensions and permanent exclusions will
sometimes be necessary as a last resort. This is to ensure that other students and teaching
staff can work in safety and are respected. New Reflexions does not generally use permanent
exclusion as it has many other approaches to allow the safe management of students,
including alternative and bespoke provision.

Terminology

The word 'suspension' is used to refer to what legislation calls an exclusion for a fixed period.
The definition of a ‘parent’ can be found in the Education Act 1996. In addition to the child's
birth parents, references to parents in this policy include any person who has parental
responsibility (which includes the local authority where it has a care order in respect of the
child) and any person (for example, a foster carer) who has care of the child.



The term ‘cancelled exclusion’ refers to an exclusion that has been cancelled before the
proprietors have met to consider whether the student should be reinstated.

The term ‘remote access’ refers to a meeting arranged by the proprietary board which is
carried out via electronic means such as a live video link.

Associated legislation

The principal legislation to which this guidance relates is:

e the Education Act 2002, as amended by the Education Act 2011;

e the School Discipline (Student Exclusions and Reviews) (England) Regulations 2012;
e the Education and Inspections Act 2006;

¢ the Education Act 1996; and

e the Education (Provision of Full-Time Education for Excluded Students) (England)

e Regulations 2007, as amended by the Education (Provision of Full-Time

e Education for Excluded Students) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014.

Duties under the Equality Act 2010 and Children and Families Act
2014

Under the Equality Act 2010 (the Equality Act) and the Equality Act 2010: advice for schools -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk), schools must not discriminate against, harass, or victimise students
because of their:

e sex;
* race;
o disability;

e religion or belief;

e sexual orientation;

e pregnancy/maternity; or
e gender reassignment.

For disabled children, this includes a duty to make reasonable adjustments to any provision,
criterion or practice which puts them at a substantial disadvantage, and the provision of
auxiliary aids and services. These duties need to be complied with when deciding whether to
exclude a student. New Reflexions Schools will also ensure that any provision, criterion, or
practice does not discriminate against students by unfairly increasing their risk of exclusion.

The proprietal board must also comply with their statutory duties in relation to students with
SEN when administering the exclusion process and have regard to the Special Educational
Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice.

The headteacher’s powers to use exclusion

Only the headteacher or acting head teacher of our schools will suspend or permanently
exclude a student on disciplinary grounds. A student may be suspended for one or more fixed



periods (up to a maximum of 45 school days in a single academic year) or permanently
excluded.

A student’s behaviour outside school can be considered grounds for a suspension or
permanent exclusion.

When establishing the facts in relation to a suspension or permanent exclusion decision, the
headteacher must apply the civil standard of proof, i.e. ‘on the balance of probabilities’ it is
more likely than not that a fact is true,

New Reflexions Headteachers should also take the student’s views into account, considering
these in light of their age and understanding, before deciding to exclude, unless it would not
be appropriate to do so.

Suspension

New Reflexions schools believe that a suspension, where a student is temporarily removed
from the school, is an essential behaviour management tool particularly where it provides
space and time for further planning and for the team around the child to work together to
improve support and reduce risk.

A suspension does not have to be for a continuous period. A suspension can be for parts of
the school day. Lunchtime suspensions are counted as half a school day in determining
whether a proprietal board meeting is triggered.

If the learner has the ability to understand, then a suspension may also be used to provide a
clear signal of what is unacceptable behaviour as part of the school’s behaviour policy. In
doing so our core underpinning ethos of trauma informed practice must also be considered.

It is important that during a suspension, students still receive their education. Headteachers
will take steps to ensure that work is set and marked for students during the first five school
days of a suspension. This can include utilising any online pathways such as Century or the
Oak National Academy.

Permanent exclusion

New Reflexions schools do not usually consider permanent exclusion as an appropriate
response to meeting the needs of our vulnerable cohort. Our schools will always work with
the team around the child to seek alternative programmes of education which better meet
young people’s needs rather than permanently exclude.

Cancelling exclusions

Headteacher are permitted to cancel any suspension or exclusion that has already begun (or
one that has not yet begun), but this can only happen when the proprietal board has not yet
met to consider whether the student should be reinstated. In these circumstances head
teachers must liaise and consult with all those involved to ensure all understand the
circumstances.



Reasons for exclusions

New Reflexions headteachers must use their professional judgement based on the individual
circumstances of the case when considering whether to suspend or exclude a student.

The reasons below are examples of the types behavior which may warrant this response;
® Physical assault against a student
e Serious physical assault against an adult
* Verbal abuse or threatening behaviour against a student
e Use, or threat of use, of an offensive weapon or prohibited item that has been
prohibited by a school’s behaviour policy
e Serious bullying
e Serious racist abuse
e Serious abuse against sexual orientation or gender reassignment
e Serious abuse relating to disability

The reason for the suspension or exclusion should be logged on the school’s information
management system and recorded in the letter sent to parents/carers/social workers.

Off-rolling and unlawful exclusions

New Reflexions schools understand that telling or forcing a student to leave school, or not
allowing them to attend school, is a suspension (if temporary) or permanent exclusion (if
permanent). Whenever a student is made to leave one of our schools, or forbidden from
attending school, on disciplinary grounds, we understand that this must be done in
accordance with the School Discipline (Student Exclusions and Reviews) (England) Regulations
2012. Suspending a student for a short period of time, such as half a day, is permissible but
we will always follow the formal suspension process.

New Reflexions schools cater for some very complex young people and provided it is part of
an agreed Positive Behaviour Support Plan (PBSP), shared with the team around the child, we
may choose to use alternative approaches to support young people to manage their
behaviour and to develop more positive responses as well as to self-regulate. Our young
people often find this very challenging when amongst peers and it may be appropriate for
them to manage these skills away from the main school site with the support of an adult
(school or care staff). We recognise that informal or unofficial exclusion, such as sending a
student ‘to cool off’, is unlawful when it does not follow the formal process, or the young
person’s Positive Behaviour Support Plan.

New Reflexions Head Teachers are also aware that exerting influence over a parent to remove
their child from the school under the threat of a permanent exclusion and encouraging them
to choose Elective Home Education is also a form of off rolling. Parents are within their rights
to use the school’s complaint process if they feel this has occurred.



Child on Child Abuse

In instances where suspension or exclusion may involve instances of inappropriate peer
behaviour, New Reflexions schools will have regard to guidance within Keeping Children Safe
in Education 2025. The DSL will ensure timely referrals and a full consideration of risk
following all safeguarding principles.

Reintegration after a suspension or off-site direction

New Reflexions schools will always support students to reintegrate successfully into the
school community following a suspension. We will design a reintegration strategy, starting
with a reintegration meeting, for each learner that offers them a fresh start and builds skills
for better self-regulation. Our vulnerable cohorts are likely to need further support with
developing an understanding of why their behaviour was unacceptable and how they can
better integrate with their community. Any part-time response or off-site direction, should
be reviewed in a timely fashion and decisions about the use of longer-term alternative
programmes will always be agreed with the team around the child, being mindful of meeting
the learners SEND needs. New Reflexions head teachers will always ensure that any
alternative provision is fully checked and monitored in line with statutory guidance and
agreed with the team around the child.

Duties of the Head Teacher and Proprietors

New Reflexions Headteachers will without delay, notify parents/carers/social worker or the
excluded student (if they are 18 years or older) of the period of the suspension or permanent
exclusion and the reason(s) for it.

They will provide in writing;

e the reason(s) for the suspension or permanent exclusion;

e the period of a suspension or, for a permanent exclusion, the fact that it is permanent;

e parents’ right to make representations about the suspension or permanent exclusion
to the proprietal board and how the student may be involved in this;

e parents’ (or an excluded student if they are 18 years or older) right to make a request
to hold the meeting via the use of remote access and how and to whom to make
this request (refer to remote access considerations in Government guidance)

e how any representations should be made; and

e where there is a legal requirement for the proprietal board to consider whether the
student should be reinstated, that parents or an excluded student (if they are 18 years
or older) have a right to attend a meeting, to be represented at that meeting (at their
own expense) and to bring a friend.

See Appendix 1 for template letter.

Where a suspended or permanently excluded student is of compulsory school age the
headteacher will notify the student’s parents/carers that the student is not to be present in a
public place at any time during school hours on the first five days of the suspension/exclusion
or until alternative provision is in place.



Informing social workers and Virtual School Heads about an exclusion

New Reflexions headteachers are aware that information sharing is vital in safeguarding
children and promoting their welfare, including their educational outcomes. To this end we
will always notify the social worker and virtual school of LAC about suspensions and
exclusions, as well as any meetings they should attend.

Informing the Proprietors about an exclusion

The headteacher must, without delay, notify the proprietal board of:

e any permanent exclusion (including where a suspension is followed by a decision
to permanently exclude the student)

* any suspension or permanent exclusion which would result in the student being
suspended or permanently excluded for a total of more than five school days (or
more than ten lunchtimes) in a term

* any suspension or permanent exclusion which would result in the student missing
a public examination or national curriculum test

The proprietal board’s duty to consider an exclusion

Proprietors have a key responsibility in considering whether excluded students should be
reinstated. This forms part of their wider role to hold executive leaders to account for the
lawful use of exclusion, in line with the duties set out in law, including equalities duties. New
Reflexions is unlikely to ever use permanent exclusion as its vulnerable and complex students
need a more creative and inclusive approach. It is likely that the exploration of significant
difficulties with school attendance for any young person would involve a larger team and seek
to find alternative ways of supporting that student to continue to engage in an alternative
programme of educational activities. Some New Reflexions students may actually arrive with
that alternative approach goal in mind and New Reflexions will work creatively with its
partners to seek programmes that suit that individual learner and prevent exclusion.

In the unlikely instance of the Proprietal board at New Reflexions needing to consider a
permanent exclusion they will refer to information within the Government guidance
Suspension and permanent exclusion guidance.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66be0d92c32366481ca4918a/Suspensions_and_permanent_exclusions_guidance.pdf

Appendix 1: Suspension letter

Dear

I am writing to inform you of my decision to suspend [student’s Name] for a fixed period of
[specify period]. This means that he/she will not be allowed in school for this period. The
suspension begins/began on [date/time] and ends on [date/time].

| realise that this suspension may well be upsetting, but the decision to suspend [student’s
Name] has not been taken lightly. [Student’s Name] has been suspended for this fixed period
because [reason for exclusion].

You have a duty to ensure that the student is not present in a public place in school hours
during this suspension unless there is reasonable justification for this. | must advise you that
you may receive a penalty notice from the local authority if they are present in a public place
during school hours on the specified dates. If so, it will be for you to show reasonable
justification.

We will set work for [student’s Name] to be completed during this suspension. Please ensure
that work set by the school is completed and returned to us promptly for marking.

You have the right to make representations about this decision to the proprietors. If you wish
to make representations please contact me in the first instance, as soon as possible. Whilst
the proprietors have no power to direct reinstatement, they must consider any
representations you make and may place a copy of their findings on the student’s school
record.

You should also be aware that if you think the suspension relates to a disability the student
has and you think disability discrimination has occurred, you have the right to appeal, and/or
make a claim, to the First Tier Tribunal.

(http://www.justice.gov.uk/tribunals/send/appeals). Making a claim would not affect your
right to make representations to the proprietors.

[Student’s name] and their supporting adult are requested to attend a reintegration meeting
at [place] on [date] at [time]. You can request that this meeting is held remotely using a video
call. If the meeting date is not convenient, please contact the school to arrange a suitable
alternative date and time. The purpose of the reintegration meeting is to discuss how best to
support [student name] to return to school.

You also have the right to see a copy of the student’s school record. Due to confidentiality
restrictions, you will need to notify me in writing if you wish to be supplied with a copy of this.
There may be a charge for photocopying.

Statutory guidance on exclusion can be found at:
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion

There are a number of organisations that provide free information, support and advice on
exclusion matters:


http://www.justice.gov.uk/tribunals/send/appeals
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion

e Coram Children’s Legal Centre can be contacted on 0345 345 4345 or through
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/index.php?page=education legal practice.

e ACE education runs a limited advice line service on 0300 0115 142 on Monday to
Wednesday from 10 am to 1 pm during term time. Information can be found on the website:
http://www.ace-ed.org.uk/.

* The National Autistic Society (Schools Exclusion Service (England) can be contacted on 0808
800 4002 or through:
http://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/school-exclusions.aspx

¢ Independent Parental Special Education Advice http://www.ipsea.org.uk/

You may wish to contact your local authority’s Inclusion Service.

[Student’s Name]'s suspension expires on [date] and we expect [student’s Name] to be back
in school on [date] at [time].

Yours sincerely

[Name]
Head teacher


http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/index.php?page=education_legal_practice
http://www.ace-ed.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/school-exclusions.aspx
http://www.ipsea.org.uk/

